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. totality

. self - centred
. tolerance

. intertextuality

. self

7. other / otherness

QA L AN W N

8. Philosophical Anthropology

9. Protagoras (490 BC — 420 BC)

10. Man is the measure of all things

11. Socrates (470 BC — 399 BC)

12. Know Thyself

13. Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 BC — 43 BC)
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1. Scio me nihil scire (I know that I know nothing

2. Plato (c. 428347- B.C.)

3. aporia (cuaad pac 5 plol (ows sl

4. Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)

5. The Nicomachean Ethics
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7. defamiliarization

8. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770 — 1831)

9. The Phenomenology of Spirit (1807)
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1. conscience

2. desiring

3. Master and Slave

4. Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762 — 1814)

5. Soren Kierkegaard (1813 -1855)

6. Karl Jaspers (1883 - 1969)

7. Martin Heidegger (1889 — 1976)

8. Jean Paul Sartre (1905 — 1980)

9. Gabriel Honore Marcel (1889 — 1973)
10. Mystery of Being

11. Martin Buber (1878 — 19635)
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1.1-1t

2.1-You

3.1-Thou

4. Emmanuel Lévinas (1906 — 1995)
5. Immanuel Kant (1724 — 1804)

6. Intersubjectivity

7. Da - sein

8. Being — there — too with them

9. with — like

10. with — world

11. Being and Time (1927)

12. being — with

13. Sorge / care (| 41,5 — Slkzosl— SL)
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1. solicitude (3 550 4 o (plils slo SIS 5o Jgriuads)
2. Jean - Paul Charles Aymard Sartre (1905 — 1980)
3. Being and Nothingness (1943)

4.(35 &) ») being- for- itself

5. (45> ) being-in - itself

6. Cogito (I think)

7. Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin (1895 —1975)

8. intersubjectivity

9. subjctivity

10. Paul-Michel Foucault (1926 — 1984)

11. genealogy
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1. Epicurianism

2 Lucius Annaeus Seneca (ca. 4 BC — 65 AD)
3. Gaius Plinius (61 AD — 113 AD)

4. difamiliarization

5. dualities

6. deconstraction

7 presence

8. object

9. Rene Descartes (1596 — 1650)
10. Jacques Derrida (1930—2004)

11. Paul Ricour (1913 — 2005)
12. gap time
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1. intersubjectivity

2. oneself

3. Giorgio Agamben ) 1942 )

4. Philos (friend)

5. oikia (Household)

6. polis (city)

7. bare life
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9. Ram Adhar Mall (1937)
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1. Heinz Kimmerle (1930)

2. Edmund Husserl (1859 - 1938)
3. Gille Deleuz (1925 — 1995)

4. the other
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2. Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889 — 1951)
3. Martin Heidegger (1889 —1979)
4. Emmanuel Levinas (1906 — 1995
5. Jacques Lacan (1901 — 1981)
6. Jacques Derrida (1930 — 2004)
7. eurocentrism
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9. logocentrism
10. Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin (1895 —1975)
11. dialogism
12. difference
13. deconstructive
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1. Paul-Michel Foucault (1926 — 1984)

2. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (1942)

3. Homi K. Bhabha (1949)

4. Julia Kristeva (1941)

5. Edward Said (1935 — 2003)

6. binary

7. dialectic

8. Plato (c.428347- B.C.)

9. exclusive

10. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770 — 1831)
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1. cartesian Duality

2. utilitarian

3. Existentialism

4. Phenomenology

5. Intersubjectivity

6. Ferdinand de Saussure (1857 — 1913)
7. dialogism

8. Simon Critchley (1960)

9. appropriate

10. deconstructive
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1. Aristotle (384322- B.C.)

2. The Nicomachean Ethics

3. Agape

4. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (17701831-)
5. Soren Kierkegaard (1813 — 1855)
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1. Max Ferdinand Scheler (1874 — 1928)
2. Self

3. Other / Otherness

4. intersubjectivity thought

5. Selfness

6. Otherness

7. Ego

8. Alter
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1. different
2. distinct
3. identity
4. difference
5. alternate

6. exchange
7. Gabriel Honoré Marcel (1889 - 1973)
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1. Carl Schmitt (1888 — 1985)

2. Ernesto Laclau (1935 —2014)
3. Chantal Mouffe (1943)

4. ego

5. alters

6. Georg Simmel (1858 — 1918)
7. David Ross Howarth (1958)
8. Discourse (2000)
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1. Protagoras (490-420 BCE ca)

2. Socrates (c. 470 — 399 BC)

3. Aristotle (384322- B.C)

4. Nicomachean Ethics

5. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770 - 1831)
6. The Phenomenology of Spirit (1807 )
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1. Michail Bachtin (1895-1975)
2. Ferdinand de Saussure ) 1857 — 1913 )
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1. Martin Heidegger(18891976-)

2. Jean-Paul Sartre, (19051980-)

3. Maurice Merleau-Ponty(1908—1961)

4. Soren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813 — 1853)
5. Karl Theodor Jaspers (1883 - 1969)

6. Being and Nothingness (1943)

7. Soren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813 — 1855)
8. Emmanuel Levinas (1906 — 1995)
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1. deconstructive
2. trace

3. borderline

4. kind

5. degree

6. difference

7. threshold

8. Self-centrism
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Foreword

In the realm of social sciences and cultural discourses, violence is commonly understood as
the failure to respect the inherent dignity and worth of human beings and the dehumanization
of humanity itself. It is a state where a person is treated as an object, and their «othernessy is
not acknowledged as a legitimate basis for dialogue. Consequently, violence manifests both
as an action and as a mode of thought. As an action, it disrupts communication and serves as
a tool to obstruct engagement with the «other.» As a mode of thought, it reduces the essence
of a person («who they are») to their function or utility («what they are»), perpetuating self-
centred prejudices that contaminate the cultural atmosphere and induce conflict.

Some, inspired by Freudys teachings, have interpreted violence as an instinctual drive essential

for self-preservation and a defensive mechanism of the ego. This perspective emphasizes the
biological dimensions of human nature, contrasting with the pursuit of cultural sustainability,
and instead reveals symptoms of «bare life.» In this view, the ethical dimension of violence,
which involves recognizing the other’s right to life in the pursuit of a good life, is neglected.
Emmanuel Levinas emphasizes the ethical relationship with the other as more critical than
Heidegger’s question of being, proposing it as a means to reduce violence. Similarly, Mikhail
Bakhtin rejects Descartes’ assertion, «I think, therefore I am,» proposing instead, «You are,
therefore I am.»
Empirical evidence demonstrates that violence, understood as the denial of the other’s
recognition, has profoundly destructive consequences. It seriously undermines logical
interaction, social development, and political order, reducing humans to mere «Homo Sacer»
(sacred beings stripped of rights).

Addressing violence has led to the development of civil systems and rational mechanisms
to establish logical relationships between «law» and «power.» The emergence of modern
democratic states has provided a framework for monopolizing dispersed violence in the
interest of collective welfare, thereby containing arbitrary, private acts of aggression.

Immanuel Kant’s vision of perpetual peace reflects this concept, aiming to shape public
spheres through social contracts and balancing rights and responsibilities as the foundation of
lived reality. Analysts identify a significant source of violence in ideological thinking, which
prioritizes one’s own truth over that of others, characterized by a lack of reasoned dialogue
and logical substantiation.

Despite its negative aspects, violence in the social sphere notably disregards the hermeneutics
of cultures, sanctifying the totalitarian fusion of ideology and utopianism. This state rejects
the ethos of tolerance and simplicity, denying the possibility of encounters between the «self»
and the «other.» Such a mindset devalues both reason and mysticism, targeting their shared
principle of respecting the other. In this vein, thinkers like Al-Kindi argue against belittling
others and devaluing their valid perspectives. Likewise, Shams Tabrizi emphasizes, «Speech
exists for the other; if not for the other, what use does it have?»

The challenges within Islamic civilization arise from two primary sources: the dominance
of intellectual stagnation intertwined with political despotism, which targets communicative
actions oriented toward social rationality and collective wisdom, and the creation of ideological
boundaries that extend to the point of excommunication and annihilation, obstructing logical
interactions among diverse identities.

One potential solution for mitigating violence in our cultural and civilizational domain lies
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in mobilizing all resources to rethink and redefine the concept of the «other,» transitioning
from monologues to dialogues and even polylogues. This shift could replace unilateralism
with mutual recognition, transforming hostility into understanding, and elevating «humble
truthy» over «dogmatic truth.»

Achieving this goal requires comprehensive efforts to foster critical rationality and promote a
culture of coexistence. This approach paves the way for intercultural dialogues and underscores
the necessity of adopting contemporary scientific, philosophical, and critical paradigms—not
only as permissible but essential.

A possible question may arise: can this proposal facilitate the convergence of diverse
discourses? The answer lies in recognizing that each field—be it physics, metaphysics,
ethics, or social relations—possesses intrinsic potential for mutual interaction. Theological,
philosophical, mystical, and ethical teachings, alongside social theories, can foster peace
and diminish violence if they validate dialogue, respect the other, acknowledge distinctions
between public and private spheres, regard difference and diversity as fundamental, and
create conditions for the fusion of horizons. Without these elements, fundamental change
toward respectful coexistence is unlikely, as mere tactical or coercive measures cannot ensure
sustainable harmony.

We hope for a day, as the sage of Jalal al-Din Muhammad Balkh [Rumi] expressed:

“In this Earth in this Earth in this Pure Farm
Let it Sow Nothing
But the seeds of Kindness and Love”.



Editorial Statement

The paradoxical state of the contemporary world, particularly within the Islamic realm,
is both alarming and deeply challenging. Many of these challenges are rooted in historical
contexts, while others emerge from novel crises that manifest with minimal provocation.
These crises often cast significant doubt upon forward-looking visions oriented toward
«human security.»

The various anxieties within Islamic civilization can be attributed both to its internal structures
and to its interactions with other civilizations. Internally, the most fundamental issues include
the weakening of rationality, the dominance of formalism, the promotion of official and one-
dimensional interpretations of religion, and a lack of capacity for active dialogue with other
civilizations. Externally, the challenges stem from self-centeredness, the hierarchical view of
philosophical traditions, and the absence of sustained cultural tolerance among diverse social
identities.

Within Islamic civilization, the iron cage of essentialism and the opposition to rationality
have created an environment where critical interpretations face obstacles, and intellectual
despotism intertwines with political tyranny. This has led to irreparable consequences, as the
proliferation of dogmatic teachings perpetuates ideological distortions rooted in past-centric
power fantasies. These distortions prevent the genuine emergence of the «public sphere,»
inhibit the development of civil society, undermine rationality in the face of authoritarianism,
and render collective wisdom meaningless. Consequently, the role of critique in intellectual
and social transformations is marginalized.

Externally, the situation is also far from ideal. Despite serious critiques of the «instrumental
rationality of modernity»s unfinished project,» the intellectual and cultural landscape in the West
often fosters mistrust and scepticism among civilizations, exacerbating the lack of effective
dialogue. Thus, the existential threats to the Islamic world can be categorized as internal—
stemming from dogmatism and othering—and external, arising from the transcendental self-
centeredness of its competitors and the resultant antagonisms.

Philosophical discourses emerging from these dynamics have deepened debates on «truth,»
«power,» and «identity,» shaping distinct alignments. In this context:

The self>s truth appears superior, while the other>s truth is deemed inferior.

The self>s power is wielded to undermine the other)s discourse.

The self)s identity is perceived as valuable, while the others is considered devoid of worth.

This state underscores how the Islamic world faces internal dogmatism and external
hegemonic transcendentalism from Western civilization. These factors challenge the stability,
tolerance, dialogue, and intercultural coexistence necessary for security and sustainable
development, exposing them to waves of conflict.

To improve the condition of the Islamic world, especially its security landscape, it is
imperative to promote rational interpretations of religion. This would facilitate a transition
from Platonic and ahistorical paradigms, enabling the separation of the «public sphere»
from the «private sphere» and fostering a religiosity oriented toward peace, tolerance, social
stability, and human development. Without such measures, rigid approaches will perpetuate
cycles of social crises.

Externally, there is a pressing need to transcend «framework myths» and strengthen the flow
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of «intercultural dialogue,» thereby challenging hypotheses of a «clash of civilizations» and
hierarchical perceptions of cultures. This would pave the way for a new chapter of interaction
among civilizations.

Intercultural dialogue, by rejecting absolutism and denying essentialism, must establish
pathways for interaction and tolerance among diverse cultures, enhancing their collective
capacity to address contemporary global challenges. Such dialogue invites intellectual
traditions to embrace humility toward one another, refraining from regarding themselves as
superior or the other as incomplete. Instead, it should view notions of «self» and «other» as
constantly evolving and in need of mutual refinement, thereby bidding farewell to the claim of
totality. Under these conditions, the Lebenswelt (lifeworld) becomes enriched with diversity
and interaction, better equipping humanity to address life>s needs. Furthermore, interlocutors
benefit from the advantages of equal relationships and logical synthesis.

The current circumstances demand that the dialectic between «self» and «other» be taken
seriously, with a focus on the principle of cultural plurality. The theory of intercultural dialogue
must be embraced as a vital paradigm of our time, emphasizing the significance of reciprocal
understanding and the convergence of horizons. Such an approach nurtures trust, alleviates
suspicions, prioritizes human security, transforms conflict into difference, and mitigates
both potential and actual violence through mutual recognition. By reducing motivations for
aggression, it reinforces a logical and rational atmosphere.

Failing this, violent tensions will persist, continuing their destructive course and further
complicating the social rhythm of our planet. If the issue of security is to be analysed through
the lens of intellectual flux, it can be confidently asserted that the best internal strategy for the
Islamic civilization is mobilizing resources to revive and expand intersubjective rationality
and to challenge dogmatism in its various forms. Externally, the most suitable approach lies
in strengthening intercultural dialogue. This would enable hermeneutics among civilizations
to act as an effective mechanism for softening collective memory within social contexts,
fostering security through the reduction of threats rooted in intellectual anxieties.
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Prof. Sayed Hussain Eshraq’

The Dialectic of «Selb» and
«Otherness»

Abstract:

In our time, it is no longer possible to think without considering the «Otherness» and without
acknowledging their importance, as they think differently from us, and define ourselves. The existence
of the Other provides a logical justification for the non-absolute nature of the truth we speak of. The
«Other» must always be a sign for us of the non-exclusivity of truth and the equal distribution of
voices in the conceptual horizon. It is logical to consider our perceptions of the self and the Other
as always improving and evolving, and to distance ourselves from claims of «wholeness» and «self-
centerednessy.

Today, we have all become aware that understanding, perception, and behavior are multifaceted.
However, there is an obstacle to this perception permeating our thinking and vision: the habit of
thinking and acting within mono-structural assumptions and ways of living within a specific structure.
This issue may present itself as justified in preserving identity, but excess and deficiency in this regard
are considered unjustifiable. Falling into the pit of single-axis rigidity and disrespect for the principle
of diversity exacerbates the spread of toxic communications within society.

In the current situation, where the need for tolerance has become a prominent contemporary
discourse and an objective characteristic of contemporary social life, we must take seriously the
mutual acceptance of different horizons and ideas. We should regard the refinement of our prejudices,
considering the fundamental nature of «intertextuality» in the present era, as the starting point for
promoting the truth of humility in contrast to unilateral certainty.

Keywords: self, Otherness, diversity, dialectic, dialogue, polyphonic truth, desubjectification.
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Dr. Mohammad Qasim Wafaeezadeh'

The Expansion of the Concept of
«Other» within the Boundaries of
Ethnic Plurality and the Process of
Collective Identity Formation

Abstract:

This paper delves into the expansion of the concept of the «Other» in the context of ontological
and political sociology discussions. Drawing upon the dialectic of «Self» and «Other,» it examines
the social construction process and discursive transformation in shaping the «Other.» One of the
fundamental elements in the formation of the «Radical Other» is the identity-building process, which
often leads to a hostile opposition to the «Other.» This paper, drawing from both mystical and ethical
perspectives, deconstructs the worldview centered around «I/We» and based on the antagonistic
duality of «Self» and «Other.» It advocates for the reorganization of the political framework of the
nation-state, founded on a democratic order and a just social contract, as a solution to end the hostile
construction of the «Other» and to eliminate the justifications for anger and violence against them.

Keywords: Other, Self, Identity, Nation, Institution, Ontology, Construction, Social Relations
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Dr. Amir Ali Nojoumian'’

The Concept of the «Otherness» in
Jacques Derrida>s Thought

Abstract:

At no point in the history of human thought has the role of the «Other» in various fields of
knowledge been as significant as it is today. This concept is now of considerable importance in the
domains of politics (migration), sociology (multicultural societies), linguistics and the philosophy
of language (Wittgenstein and Heidegger), philosophy (Levinas), psychology (Lacan), and literary
criticism (Derrida). This article examines this concept in Derridas thought through four main axes:
Derrida, using terms like Eurocentrism, phallocentrism, and logocentrism, points out that Western
philosophy, from ancient times, has not been able to escape its self-centered metaphysical perspective.
Interaction with the «Other» (whether in terms of gender, nationality, or linguistic systems) has had
no place in this philosophy, and the world has been interpreted from the viewpoint of the «self» while
ignoring the «Other.»

The post-structuralist approach has proposed numerous theories regarding the act of interpretation
and understanding. For example, Bakhtin in his dialogical approach points out that our understanding
of something always forms based on its relationship with the «Other.» Here, it is also debatable that
any statement is meaningful only when addressed to the «Other.»

Derrida emphasizes that no system (whether linguistic, individual identity, or otherwise) is

meaningful without positioning the «Other» and the self. The «Other» is always present within the
self, and individuality (or individual identity) without incorporating the «Other» is an abstract and
impossible concept. Here, the strategy of «différance» becomes crucial in closed systems.
However, the relationship of literary language with the «Other» is of great importance because it is
in this context that Derrida presents entirely new and innovative discussions. Derrida defines literary
language as a language always addressed to the «Other,» with the critical point being that this other
audience is always absent. Deconstruction in practice is about positioning alterity within language.
This is what Derrida refers to as moving beyond the metaphysics of presence. Literary language does
not entirely escape the metaphysics of presence but always promises liberation by breaking the wall
that separates the internal and external worlds of the text.

This article, by detailing the above four axes, examines the origin, status, and importance of the
concept of the «Other» in post-structuralist criticism, particularly Derridars deconstruction.

Keywords: Derrida, deconstruction, the Other, individuality, dialogical approach.
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Mohammad Nateqi?

Othering and Its Consequences in
Afghanistan

Abstract:

This paper explores the concept of othering and its implications within Afghan society. The data
analyzed in this study were collected using a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content
analysis and survey methods, and discussed through a meta-analytical framework. To elucidate the
semantic space and conceptual scope of «othering,» the most relevant and explanatory theoretical
approaches have been employed, aiming to create a suitable academic context for investigating the
multifaceted dimensions of this topic. Drawing on the theoretical perspectives surrounding othering,
the paper seeks to delve into Afghan society, analyzing parameters that represent the most significant
consequences of othering in Afghanistan. Consequently, issues such as segregation, the decline of
generalized social trust, systemic discrimination, and the erosion of social cohesion are examined as
adverse outcomes of othering within the socio-historical context of Afghanistan.

Keywords: Othering, segregation, social trust, discrimination, social cohesion
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Sara Magdori’

The Concept of «Otherness»
in the Philosophy of Karl Jaspers

Abstract::

Karl Jaspers like other existentialist philosophers contends that existence depends on “being in
the world” and “being with others”. In general, the concept of “otherness” is one of the fundamental
concepts which is proposed more profoundly in his philosophy than in other existentialist Philosopher,
because for him “otherness” is something through which the individual understands himself.
Communication with others is not necessarily conveying emotions and ideas; rather, it is related
to “existence” or inter-subjectivity and also bound up with a type of mutual respect. One may say
that for Jaspers, man’s “existence” lacks theoretical aspect and appears just in practice and choice;
thus communication with others is among the situations that would make the emergence of human
existence possible. In this essay, we try to highlight the importance of “otherness” and its relation to
Jaspers’ other significant philosophical concepts. Above all, we attempt to elucidate the importance
and the status of “otherness” in his philosophy.

Kay words: otherness, existence, communication, Transcendence, consciousness, intersubjectivity.
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Jawid Rahil’

Dialogical Interaction Between «Self»
and «Other» in the Political Realm

of Afghanistan and the Cycle of
Othering

Abstract:

The concepts of «self» and «other» have a long history, intertwined with the field of philosophy,
and have engaged in various interactions and relationships throughout the history of anthropological
theories. In ancient Greece, the concept of «self and other» was first recognized; in the Middle Ages,
the notion of «other» was heavily influenced by the Holy Church, and after the Renaissance, especially
with Descartes, it entered a new phase where the world of thinking transformed into the «self» as an
autonomous subject, and the «other» became the object of recognition, a perspective that prevailed
through Kant and into the modern era. With the advent of existentialist and phenomenological thinkers,
the «other» once again gained importance as a mirror in which the self discovers itself.

The concept of the «other» is also central to mysticism. Islamic mysticism, with the contributions of
great mystics such as Ibn Arabi and Rumi (Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi), elevated the discourse
of the «other» to a level of pre-self-recognition.

In political thought, «self-centeredness» has become the foundation of authoritarian regimes, where
the «other» is perceived as an enemy in opposition to self- centricism. Consequently, societies concerned
with the distribution and expansion of power resources have avoided this mindset. Afghanistan, as a
country where self-centeredness and enemy perception of the «other» have influenced the formation
of cultural discourse and development, has encountered obstacles to recognizing a pluralistic society.
Self-centeredness forms the basis of tribal power, and in a politically monolithic environment where
tolerance is absent due to the lack of an exchange relationship between «self» and «other,» a tribal
society sustains itself by perpetuating the power dynamics of enemy perception of the «other.»
Therefore, re-establishing a logical relationship between «self and other» can steer Afghanistanys
beleaguered state away from the destructive storm of self-centeredness and self-superiority toward
the shore of mutual acceptance.

Keywords: Self, Other, Self-centeredness, Enemy perception, Identity, Tribalism.
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